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None the less is it true that perverse
ambition, once erected into theory, feels
more at ease in working itself out to the
end; a part of the responsibility will then
be thrown upon logic. If the German race
is the elect, it will be the only race which
has an unconditional right to live; the
others will be tolerated races, and this
toleration will be precisely what is called
"the state of peace,'1 Let war come; the
annihilation of the enemy will be the end
Germany has to pursue. She will not
strike at combatants only; she will mas-
sacre women, children, old men; she will
pillage and burn; the ideal will be to destroy
towns, villages, the whole population. Such
is the conclusion of the theory* Now we
come to its aim and true principle*

As long as war was no more than a means
to the settlement of a dispute between two
nations, the conflict was localized to the two
armies involved. More and more of useless
violence was eliminated; innocent popula*